Preparation of the internal mammary artery.
The internal mammary artery is the best currently available conduit in coronary artery bypass surgery. It is a living arterial graft with intact smooth muscle and its efficiency as a conduit therefore depends to a large extent on the way it is mobilized and prepared for grafting. This article discusses the anatomical, technical and pharmacological aspects of the surgical preparation of the internal mammary artery for coronary grafting.